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ritants. In the maintenance of this doctrine, we think our author behind the 
times, and believe that his reasoning upon the subject will be found any thing 
but conclusive, except perhaps to the minds of those who arc so biassed by long 
belief or prejudice, as to be incapable of estimating fairly any facts or argu¬ 
ments but those favouring their own opinions. We must do Dr. Wallace the 
justice, however, to say that he has treated this much-contested part of his sub¬ 
ject with a great deal of moderation, if not candour; and with such qualifications 
we are rather surprised that he has not been led to different conclusions. His 
admissions, however, if turned against him, are, we think, quite sufficient to 
subvert his own position. For example_ 

It must, says he, “ be admitted, that when the surfaces of the genital or¬ 
gans are irritated by mechanical causes, or by secretions which do not contain 
any specific virus, certain morbid discharges or ulcerations sometimes ensue, 
which cannot be distinguished, without great difficulty, from the supposed 
eftects of the venereal virus; and perhaps on some occasions there does not ex¬ 
ist any character cognisable by us, from which to arrive at a clear diagnosis be¬ 
tween the effects of the venereal poison and the effects of common irritation. The 
question then anscs, are the effects which result from the influence of common 
causes of irritation essentially the same as those produced bv secretions, in 
which we presume the syphilitic virus to exist”’ 

We answer yes, and view his arguments to prove that there exist certain di¬ 
agnostic signs by which an accurate observer will be enabled to discover marks 
of distinction between the primary or secondary symptoms produced by com¬ 
mon irritants or acrid discharges from the diseased or irritated surfaces of the 
genital organs, as altogether inconclusive. The acuteness of Hunter failed in 
establishing a criterion between what have been styled the true and the spurious 
forms of syphilis; and from this author to Dr. Wallace, none has been establish¬ 
ed that will bear the test of experience. The reason is that there is no essen¬ 
tial difference between the effects produced by a morbid secretion from the ir¬ 
ritated, inflamed, or ulcerated venereal organs, and those of common irritants. 
Truly do we believe our author when he asserts, after a fruitless investigation 
into the diagnosis of primary syphilis— 

“It thus appears, that neither the mode of origin, nor the form, nor the co- 
lour, nor the size, nor the number of the ulcers of primary syphilis are pathog- 
nomomc. r ° 

Our views upon this point have, however, been already expressed at some 
length in former volumes of this work, to which we beg leave to refer such as 
feel any curiosity or interest in the subject.’ 

The very rational views which Dr. Wallace furnishes in relation to the treat¬ 
ment adapted to the first stages of syphilis, furnish, we think, additional evi¬ 
dences of the identity of the symptoms arising from the various sources of irri¬ 
tation and inflammation. 


It may, says he, “ be laid down as a genera! rule, that the prevention of 
inflammation and its consequences of morbid sensibility, and of indolent action 
is to be anxiously kept in view during every stage of primary svphilis- for if 
any of these morbid states be produced, the case is thereby complicated, and 
the difficulty of treatment gTeatly increased.” 


• Set- the lrt and 2d Vols. of tHs Journal for 1827, Review of Richond on the Noiwristence of 
ithe venereal Virus. 
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in these diseases? or, in other words, do wc deny that the actions produced by 
the influence of these remedies have a remarkable efficacy in subduing or re¬ 
moving the morbid states just mentioned? Certainly not. We still consider 
them as specifics; or, in other words, as powerful means of controlling or re¬ 
moving certain diseases; and we endeavour by patient inquiry and by accurate 
observation, to discover the circumstances under which they do not exercise 
their beneficial influence. Precisely similar views should regulate our conduct 
in the employment of mercury for the treatment of venereal diseases. Its be¬ 
neficial operation on many occasions cannot be doubted, its injurious influence 
on others is equally certain; and it is our duty to administer it in the former, and 
to refrain from it in the latter. We must learn when to use it, and when to re¬ 
frain from its use. In this consists, if not the whole, at least the principal dif¬ 
ficulty in the treatment of the venereal disease; and it is this knowledge which 
distinguishes the pathologist from the empiric.” p. 10-1. 

And again— 

“ 0n the whole, while I admit the important results which have sprung from 
modern inquiries respecting the venereal disease, and the action of mercury, and 
feel sincerely grateful for the addition thereby made to our knowledge, and 
particularly as to the determination of the question of the general curability of 
venereal diseases without mercury, I must express my conviction, that much 
mischief has arisen from the general cry raised against this medicine, and from 
the vacillating aml unsteady practice to which this injudicious clamour has led. 
These modern prejudices are now however ceasing, not gradually but rapidly; 
and I have no doubt that ere long a middle course of practice will be universal¬ 
ly adopted; and that the evils of the old mercurial, and of the more modern 
anti-mercurial practice will be equally avoided, and a rational system of treat¬ 
ing the venereal disease adopted in their place—founded upon a' knowledge of 
the facts, that mercury, if properly administered, is in a great number of cases 
highly efficacious in controlling the venereal disease, or that form of morbid 
action which is produced by the influence of the venereal poison; that this dis¬ 
ease may however be in general cured, if necessary, without mercurv; and that 
on some rare occasions, this remedy, in place of curing syphilis, will aggravate 
all its symptoms. In short, with these facts, which have been satisfactorilv as¬ 
certained by modern researches, and which are now placed before our eyes, we 
shall no longer be in danger of employing mercury-, when more mischief than 
good may result from its employment; norof persevering in its use, when it can 
no longer ser e any good purpose, but may produce the most injurious conse¬ 
quences. We have however much still to learn; and it is the duty of every 
practitioner, who possesses opportunities, to take advantage of them, and en¬ 
deavour to arrive at fixed rules of conduct in respect to many points as vet un¬ 
settled.” 

The great lesson to learn may, we think, be comprised in veiy few words; 
namely, to treat syphilitic affections upon the same general principles applica¬ 
ble to other diseases, without any reference to a specific cause, but with proper 
regard to the modifying influence of structure and other peculiarities connect¬ 
ed with the organization. And with respect to the application of mercurials 
either externally or internally, let this be done without any view as to their spe¬ 
cific powers to controul one disease, but merely as agents useful in most chronic 
disorders when judiciously applied. 

We have not sufficient space left us to speak of all the local means resorted 
to by Dr. Wallace for the treatment of primary syphilis. No new application 
is however recommended by him, as he has very sensibly concluded that more 
depends upon the judicious employment of ordinary remedies, than upon trials 
of new ones. In dispensary practice, and among the lower ranks of society. 
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minuteness of division, the advantages of which are, to say the least, equivocal. 
Indeed, the author’s own words bear us out in this position. 

“In conclusion,” says he, “the attentive reader will have observed, during 
nis perusal of the preceding account of the symptoms and treatment of phage¬ 
denic primary syphilis, that there exists a striking analogy between the corres- 
pon< mg varieties of all the species. Thus, all the simple varieties resemble 
one another, all the inflamed varieties are in some respects strikingly similar, 
and there exists a remarkable analogy among all the irritable varieties. Hence 
we might adopt the characters according to which the varieties are distinguish¬ 
ed from each other, or the state of inflammation and irritability, 8cc. as the basis 
tor distinguishing the species.” 

Dr. W allace’s chapter upon the phagedenic form of syphilis is exceedingly 
rich in practical information. Indeed, we may say the same of most or all of 
the other chapters of his book, which, however, notwithstanding the restric¬ 
tions introduced in regard to the use of mercury, are, we think, still too highly 
charged with that mineral. 

e approve highly of Dr. W.’s adoption of the term catarrhal primary sy¬ 
philis, as a substitute to the ordinary terms gonorrhcca, blenorrhcca, See. as it 
expresses that semblance between the discharge from the mucous tissue of the 
urethra and that of other passages, which we believe to subsist, denoting at the 
same time the primary characteristics of the disease, Hut it is impossible for us 
on the present occasion to mark all that we approve, or note what we would 
feel disposed to condemn. Among the latter, however, we cannot pass over the 
practice of administering mercury in the catarrhal forms of syphilis, although 
exhibited in what our author terms “small doses.” The small doses mentioned 
as sufficient “to protect the constitution from contamination,” consist of about 
five grains of the blue pill with one-fourth of a grain of opium, twice a day, 
morning and night, seldom continued longer than two or thre e weeks. We to¬ 
tally disagree with him in all the reasoning he has brought to sustain his point 
of the necessity of mercury, and especially in his fifth and last, which runs in 
the following words: viz.— 

“ Il ' merc "’'y does not serve any useful purpose in the treatment of catarrhal 
syphilis, it can do no harm if properly administered, nor will it interfere with 
the administration of any other remedies.” 

tA e venture to assert that other parts of his ordinary practice in catarrhal sy¬ 
philis, will also be regarded as exceptionable by the most judicious practition¬ 
ers. We refer to his use of stimulants and tonics, as we think, in too liberal 
doses, or at too early a stage. So far as our observation extends, the most mis¬ 
chievous consequences attend a practice of this kind, notwithstanding the strik¬ 
ing success which sometimes follow it. 

The volume which we have thus cursorily noticed is the first part of a work, 
the succeeding portion or portions of which are to follow as quickly as possible. 
It is, however, complete in itself and independent of those which are to follow. 
In addition to the letter-press, the author promises a series of delineations illus¬ 
trative of his views, to be “executed in such a manner as truly to represent na¬ 
ture.” The ample extracts we have made, will, we think, convince the reader 
that Dr. Wallace’s treatise contains much valuable information. 


G. E. 



